
 

Summer 2020 Audition FAQ 
 
I don't have any recording equipment at home. How should I record my audition? 
 

You can record your audition with a phone, tablet, computer, or any other device with a 
camera and microphone. You should use your device's native software (e.g. iPhone use 
"Camera", Mac computers use "QuickTime") to record your audition.  
 
After I record my audition song, should I edit it in any way? 
 

No, please send us a single take. You can record the song multiple times and pick your favorite, 
but we prefer that you don't edit together parts of different recordings. Also, there's no need to 
apply video filters or any audio effects, though you can trim the ends of your recording if you'd 
like. We want to hear and see the closest thing to a live audition that we can. 
 
How are you evaluating our recordings? 
 

Singing to a camera is much different than singing to a live audition panel, and we know that 
everyone's recording situation is going to be different. We want to hear what we would expect 
to hear live. That includes your ability to sing with good pitch, steady rhythm, clear diction, and 
personal expression. We will not fault you for any deficiencies in your recording quality or any 
other technical peculiarities that arise from submitting an audition online. 
 
I'm wondering if I should just wait until you have live auditions again because I don't think my 
video audition will be very good. What should I do? 
 

We know we're living in unprecedented times, and all of us want to get back to making live 
music as soon as possible. We also know that we might start our season in an online format or 
in some sort of hybrid format that combines live rehearsals with online instruction. As such, we 
may start the season before we can resume in-person auditions, and if you're interested in 
being a member of COYC, we'd like you on the roster at the start of the season. Very few 
auditions go perfectly, and if anything, being able to pre-record your solo piece gives you more 
control of what you send us. Singers come to COYC because they want to become better 
musicians - think of creating your video audition as the first step on that journey with us. 
 
OK, I'll send you a video. What can I expect at the interview? 
 

One of our favorite parts of any audition is getting to know more about you as a prospective 
chorister. After you've submitted your video, we will schedule a video call for you with the 
COYC directors. We want to know where you go to school, what sort of singing experiences 
you've had, how you found out about COYC, and what excites you about possibly being a 
member of our group. We'll also have you sing some basic exercises so we can hear your range 
and pitch-matching ability. This is also a great opportunity for you to ask the directors any 
questions you might have about COYC.  


